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The annual Realizing the Dream celebration, now in its 31st year, is presented by a community 
committee made up of representatives from Shelton State Community College, Stillman College,  

the Tuscaloosa Chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and The University 
of Alabama. Its purpose is to honor and sustain the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Award-winning journalist and author Laura Ling has been 
recognized with both an Emmy and a national Edward  
R. Murrow award for her correspondent work for “SoCal 
Connected,” the hard-hitting news magazine series. She  
is host of “Everyday Bravery,” a podcast series about finding 
the courage within ourselves to overcome our biggest 
challenges, and is a service ambassador for Points of Light,  
a nonpartisan organization dedicated to solving social 
problems through voluntary service.

Gospel artist Jonathan McReynolds has ascended to  
Christian music’s biggest stage in just a few short years.  
His second album, “Life Music: Stage Two,” received a  
Dove Award, a Grammy nomination and multiple Stellar 
Award nominations. His latest full-length album, “Make 
Room,” debuted at No. 1 on Billboard Gospel and has  
been hailed as his best work, earning eight Stellar Awards 
and two Grammy nominations. 

www.realizingthedream.ua.edu


